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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MEETING AGENDA 
February 20, 2018 

Grafton Municipal Center, Conference Room A 
7:00 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
1. SCHEDULE 

a) Dave Muradian – Budget Updates 

b) Reunion Tap & Table – Liquor License Hearing – 198 Worcester Street 

c) Town Administrator Budget Presentation 

2. RESIGNATIONS 

a) Vote to Accept – Dan Mahoney – Mechanic – Department of Public Works 

3. APPOINTMENTS 

Town Administrator 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

a) Vote to Sign – Contract for Rt. 30 Sewer Line – CDM Smith 

b) Vote to Approve – One Day Beer and Wine License – March 24, 2018 – Touchstone 
School 

c) Vote to Approve – One Day Beer and Wine License – March 23, March 30, April 28, May 
5, 2018 – Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine; Tufts University 

d) Vote to Approve – One Day Beer and Wine License – March 18, 2018 – Veterans of 
Foreign Wars 

5. SELECTMEN REPORTS / TA REPORTS 

6. CORRESPONDENCE  

7. DISCUSSION 

a) Municipal Litigation Engagement Discussion – Opioid Crisis  

  

 

http://www.grafton-ma.gov/


 

  
BOARD OF SELECTMEN AGENDA 

 February 20, 2018 

8. MEETING MINUTES 

a) Board of Selectmen – February 6, 2018 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MGL Chapter 30A, Sec. 21(3) 
Litigation Update 
Litigation Strategy 
Union Negotiations  
Land Negotiation 
Non Union Negotiations 
Strategy for Negotiations 
Minutes 

ADJOURN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

ITEM 1B: REUNION TAP & TABLE – LIQUOR LICENSE HEARING – 198 
WORCESTER STREET 

 

*Clerk Reads the Legal Ad for the Hearing. 

I MOVE the Board open the public hearing for the application for a Retail 

Alcoholic Beverages License for Tap & Table 198, LLC for Hanna Briggs 

Restaurant Group, LLC. 

 

I MOVE the Board close the public hearing for a Retail Alcoholic Beverages 

License for Tap & Table 198, LLC for Hanna Briggs Restaurant Group, 

LLC. 

  

I MOVE the Board approve/deny the application for a Retail Alcoholic 

Beverages License for Tap & Table 198, LLC for Hanna Briggs Restaurant 

Group, LLC. 

 

NOTES: 

Application was received on January 23, 2018. Seating plan was approved 

by the Planning Department back in 2015 for a 152 seating compacity. 

Legal Notification was sent to abutters with in 300 feet of the property and 

posted in the Grafton News for 2 weeks, per requirements of bylaw.  
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ITEM 2A: RESIGNATIONS: VOTE TO ACCEPT – DAN MAHONEY – 

MECHANIC – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

I MOVE the Board vote to accept the resignation of Dan Mahoney, 

Department of Public Works Mechanic.   

  

 

NOTES: 

Dan was appointed to the position in September of 2014. His resignation 

was received February 14, 2018.   





 
 

ITEM 4A: VOTE TO SIGN – CONTRACT FOR RT. 30 SEWER LINE – 

CDM SMITH 

I MOVE the Board vote to sign the contract for Westboro Road Sewer 

Extension – Preliminary Design with CDM Smith, Inc.  

 

NOTES: 

TA will provide a memo on the contact via email as it becomes available.   





































 
 

ITEM 4B: VOTE TO APPROVE – ONE DAY BEER AND WINE LICENSE 

– MARCH 24, 2018 – TOUCHSTONE SCHOOL 

AMENDED MOTION: 

I MOVE the Board vote to approve the One Day All Liquor License for 

March 24, 2018 for the Touchstone School. 

 

NOTES:  

Kathleen Little will be attending the meeting. The license is being request 

for a Festive Cocktail Part to honor the 35 years of Growth the School has 

accomplished. All necessary documentation has been requested and 

applicant has been informed they need to contact Town of Upton as well.  













 
 

ITEM 4C: VOTE TO APPROVE – ONE DAY BEER AND WINE LICENSE 

– March 23, March 30, April 28, May 5, 2018 – CUMMINGS SCHOOL OF 

VETERINARY MEDICINE; TUFTS UNIVERSITY 

I MOVE the Board vote to approve the One Day Beer and Wine License for 

March 23, March 30, April 28 and May 5, 2018 for the Cummings School Of 

Veterinary Medicine; Tufts University. 

 

NOTES: 

Barbara Berman will be attending the meeting. 4 applications have been 

received with supporting documents. Details are as follows: 

March 23: Cummings International Dinner in the Administration Building 

March 30: Networking Event in the Elms Cafe 

April 28: Spanish Club Salsa Night in the Elms Cafe 

May 5: Veterinary Olympics on the Phelps Field 

  























 
 

ITEM 4D: VOTE TO APPROVE – ONE DAY BEER AND WINE LICENSE 

– March 18, 2018 – VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

I MOVE the Board vote to approve the One Day Beer and Wine License for 

March 18, 2018 for the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW).  

 

  











 
 

DISCUSSION ITEM 8A: MEETING MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 6, 2018 

I MOVE the Board vote to approve the drafted meeting minutes from 

February 6, 2018. 
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 TOWN OF GRAFTON 1 

GRAFTON MEMORIAL MUNICIPAL CENTER 2 
30 PROVIDENCE ROAD 3 

GRAFTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01519 4 
(508) 839-5335 ext. 1100  FAX (508) 839-4602 5 

www.grafton-ma.gov 6 
 7 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 8 

MEETING MINUTES 9 

February 06, 2018 10 

Municipal Building, Conference Room A 11 

7:00 p.m. 12 

 13 

CALL TO ORDER at 7:02 p.m. 14 

A meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. Present was Chairman Bruce Spinney III, Vice 15 

Chair Sargon Hanna, Clerk Jen Thomas, Craig Dauphinais and Brook Padgett. Staff 16 

present was Town Administrator Tim McInerney, Assistant Town Administrator Rebecca 17 

Meekins, and Administrative Assistant Nicole Larson. 18 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 19 

Mr. Spinney read aloud several announcements: 20 

• Nomination Papers for Town Election Now Available. Any registered voter of 21 

Grafton can pull papers during regular business hours from the Town Clerk's office. 22 

Nomination papers must contain the names of at least 50 registered voters of 23 

Grafton, but candidates are urged to submit more than the minimum required in 24 

case some names or signature cannot be verified. Papers must be submitted to the 25 

Registrar of Voters, through the Town Clerk's office, by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 26 

March 27th for certification and candidates may withdraw their nomination papers 27 

up until 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 12th. See the Town Web Page for information 28 

on open seats.  29 

• The Lions Club is holding a Wine & Beer Tasting Charity on March 10th. All 30 

proceeds will go to support the Grafton Historical Society. The event will be held 31 

from 7pm to 10pm in the Grafton Municipal Center Gymnasium. The event will 32 

include hot & cold Hors d’oeuvres, food pairings, raffles and door prizes. Admission 33 

Donation for the event is $25 per person. 34 

Mrs. Meekins and Mr. McInerney joined the meeting at 7:04 p.m.  35 

SCHEDULE ITEM 1A: (7:00 P.M.) PUBLIC HEARING POLE PETITION – FERRY 36 

STREET – VERIZON NEW ENGLAND INC. / MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC 37 

COMPANY (NATIONAL GRID) 38 

Mrs. Thomas read the Legal Notice for the public hearing. 39 

 40 

 

http://www.grafton-ma.gov/
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MOTION by Mrs. Dauphinais, SECOND by Mr. Dauphinais, to open the public hearing 41 

for the Pole Petition on Ferry Street for Verizon New England Inc & Massachusetts 42 

Electric Company otherwise known as National Grid. 43 

Present for the hearing was Mr. Blicharz representing Verizon. He noted the old pole is 44 

to accommodate the proposed driveway of the customer owning the property.  45 

 46 

MOTION by Mr. Dauphinais, SECOND by Mr. Padgett, to close the public hearing for 47 

the Pole Petition on Ferry Street for Verizon New England Inc & Massachusetts Electric 48 

Company otherwise known as National Grid. 49 

MOTION by Mrs. Padgett, SECOND by Dauphinais, to approve the Pole Petition on Ferry 50 

Street for Verizon New England Inc & Massachusetts Electric Company otherwise known 51 

as National Grid. 52 

Mr. Spinney noted that the appointment for the Board of Health member will be tabled to 53 

allow for the Board to collect references on the applicants. 54 

SCHEDULE ITEM 1B: OPIOID CRISIS – MUNICIPAL LITIGATION ENGAGEMENT 55 

DISCUSSION 56 

Present for the discussion was Ginny Kremer, Town Counsel who gave the Board 57 

background on the litigation. Due to the admission of guilt by pharmaceutical 58 

manufacturers and distributers for wrongful doing concerning opioids, municipalities are 59 

signing on to the litigation lead by Richard Sandman to sue for damages, on a 60 

contingent fee basis. Damages included but not limited cost incurred from medical care 61 

for treating those with opioid addictions and infants born with opioid addictions. Mrs. 62 

Kremer noted the benefits of signing on to the litigation at a municipal level would allow 63 

for any monetary funds awarded to be received by the municipalities themselves. 64 

Mrs. Kremer recommended that the Board make a decision soon to enter in to the 65 

litigation or not.  Mr. Padgett suggested the decision be made at the February 20, 2018 66 

meeting.  67 

NEW BUSINESS ITEM 4A: LIBRARY PLANNING AND BUILDING COMMITTEE 68 

RECOMMENDATION FOR OWNERS PROJECT MANAGER – LIBRARY 69 

RENOVATION 70 

Present for the discussion was Mary Fisk, Chairwoman of the Library Planning and 71 

Building Committee (LPBC). She noted that 10 applications were received for the OPM 72 

and the first choice was DA Sullivan. Mrs. Fisk noted that Andy Deschene would be 73 

considered for a Clerk of the Works for the project. The financial impact of choosing a 74 

DA Sullivan were discussed. Mr. Dauphinais noted burden of the State’s requirement for 75 

and OPM and his hesitation for spending tax money on the position. Mr. Padgett noted 76 

the general contracting strengths of DA Sullivan verses the design strengths of Andy 77 

Deschene. Mr. Spinney requested that more information is needed pertaining to the use 78 

restrictions on funds received from the State in comparison to hiring in house. Mr. 79 

Hanna suggested that information be gathered on the powers of Massachusetts Library 80 

Planning Commission in respect to decision making on the project. 81 
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MOTION by Mr. Padgett, SECOND by Mr. Dauphinais, to authorize the Town 82 

Administrator to negotiate a contract with DA Sullivan as the Owners Project Manager for 83 

the Library Renovations. MOTION carried 5 to 0. 84 

SCHEDULE ITEM 1C: DISCUSSION ON STATUS OF PLAN DESIGN CHANGE – 85 

HARVARD PILGRIM HEALTH CARE AGREEMENT 86 

Present for the discussion were Ken Lombardi with NFP, insurance consultant who has 87 

worked with the Town for almost 10 years to discuss the options as of July 2018. Mr. 88 

Lombardi noted the options presented to the employees in the past when joining the 89 

GIC. He explained the recent GIC changes and limited options available for 2018 90 

including the exclusive focus on Unicare Indemnity. After the PEC’s current choice to 91 

leave the GIC and join the of Harvard Pilgrim Health Plan, he projects that employees 92 

will see a 5-7% increase in the coming year, which is fairly low. Changes will include a 93 

more ‘contemporary style’ deductible with a higher copay. Mr. Spinney noted that we left 94 

the GIC due to the unknown of potential increases in costs of up to 30% which would 95 

have had a profound effect on budgeting. Mr. McInerney noted that there were no other 96 

options other than Harvard Pilgrim.  97 

NEW BUSINESS 4D: VOTE TO APPROVE – ONE DAY BEER AND WINE LICENSE – 98 

APPLE TREE ARTS – FEBRUARY 9 & 10, 2018 – THE GREAT HALL @ 1 GRAFTON 99 

COMMON 100 

 MOTION by Mr. Dauphinais, SECOND by Mr. Padgett, to approve the one-day beer and 101 

wine license on February 9th & 10th, 2018 for Apple Tree Arts. MOTION carried 102 

unanimously 5 to 0. 103 

NEW BUSINESS 4C: VOTE TO APPROVE – ONE DAY BEER AND WINE LICENSE – 104 

MARCH 7, MARCH 8, APRIL 4, MAY 2, JUNE 19 AND JUNE 26, 2018 – CUMMINGS 105 

SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE AT TUFTS UNIVERSITY 106 

Present for the discussion was Jean Poteete.  107 

MOTION by Mr. Dauphinais, SECOND by Mr. Padgett, to approve the one-day beer and 108 

wine licenses for March 7, March 22, April 4, May 2, June 19 and June 26, 2018 for the 109 

Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University.  110 

Mrs. Poteete noted the change in date of the March 22nd event. 111 

AMENDED MOTION by Mr. Dauphinais, SECOND by Mr. Padgett, to approve the one-112 

day beer and wine licenses for March 7, March 8, April 4, May 2, June 19 and June 26, 113 

2018 for the Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University. AMENDED 114 

MOTION carried unanimously 5 to 0. 115 

Elizabeth Colognesi spoke to the Board and introduced the event.  116 

ITEM 3A: VOTE TO APPOINT – SHIRLEY LUTYNSKI – ELECTION WORKERS 117 

MOTION by Mrs. Thomas, SECOND by Mr. Hanna, to affirm the appointment of Shirley 118 

Lutynski as an Election Worker. MOTION carried unanimously 5 to 0.  119 
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ITEM 3B: VOTE TO APPOINT – CHRISTOPHER RONEY – BOARD OF CEMETERY 120 

COMMISSIONERS  121 

Present for the appointment was Christopher Rooney who noted his fit and interest for 122 

the Commission. 123 

MOTION by Mr. Dauphinais, SECOND by Mr. Padgett, to affirm the appointment of 124 

Christopher Roney to the Board of Cemetery Commissioners. MOTION carried 125 

unanimously 5 to 0. 126 

ITEM 3C: VOTE TO APPOINT – SHAWN MCAVEY, DANIEL J. FINN OR ANNETTE E. 127 

O’MULLAN – BOARD OF HEALTH  128 

This item was passed over.  129 

ITEM 3D: VOTE TO APPOINT – JAKE RAMOS - PART TIME PUBLIC SAFETY 130 

DISPATCHER – GRAFTON POLICE DEPT.  131 

MOTION by Mr. Dauphinais, SECOND by Mr. Padgett, to appoint Jake Ramos as a Part 132 

Time Public Safety Dispatcher for the Grafton Police Department. MOTION carried 133 

unanimously 5 to 0. 134 

NEW BUSINESS 4B: READ AND VOTE TO ALLOW CHAIR TO SIGN – ARBOR DAY 135 

PROCLAMATION – APRIL 27, 2018 136 

Mrs. Thomas read the proclamation for declaring Arbor Day.  137 

MOTION by Mrs. Thomas, SECOND by Mr. Hanna, to sign the Arbor Day Proclamation,  138 

declaring April 27, 2018 as Arbor Day. MOTION carried 5 to 0.  139 

NEW BUSINESS ITEM 4E: VOTE TO EXERCISE RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL – 20 140 

CREEPER HILL ROAD – REQUEST FOR REMOVAL FROM CHAPTER 61A 141 

Mr. McInerney noted that there has been a bona fide offer received for $400,000 with an 142 

additional down payment of $1000. Board Members discussed the potential of exercising 143 

the first right to refusal. The Board requested a recommendation from the Zoning Board 144 

of Appeals. The Board decided to table the discussion to February 20, 2018, or once 145 

more information becomes available on the potential of the property.  146 

SELECTMEN / TA REPORT ITEM 5: SELECTMEN REPORTS / TA REPORTS 147 

Mr. McInerney gave updates on the following: 148 

•  Interviews for the Economic Development Coordinators are currently underway.  149 

• FY19 Budget is almost complete, presentation will take place on February 20, 2018. 150 

This will be the last year physical books will be made. Next year only one book will 151 

be made for the counter and thumb drives will be created for everyone else.  152 

• Northern Energy Services for administrating Green Communities funds along with 153 

coordination by Leah Cameron, Conservation Administrative Assistant.  154 

Mr. Spinney noted the process of working with the Board of Health while vetting an 155 

appointment for the vacancy. Mr. Dauphinais suggested the process in place be 156 
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followed for this appointment. The Board determined that the applicants would be 157 

interviewed and an appointment made, both by the Selectmen. 158 

Mr. Spinney noted that there will be a Selectmen’s meeting to hold a discussion with the 159 

Grafton Upton Railroad (GURR) and Fire Department at a larger venue to give the 160 

community a chance to participate in an open format for discussion. 161 

Mr. McInerney gave a quick overview of the recent siren test for the Liquid Propane 162 

Facility. He noted that the installation of two additional siren locations are being 163 

proposed but would likely not be installed until after May Town Meeting. There were 164 

several Public Safety Announcements made by the Town Administrator and Chief of 165 

Police. The public should sign up for CodeRed to receive notification of emergencies.  166 

CORRESPONDENCE:  167 

No Correspondence were read. 168 

ITEM 8A: MEETING MINUTES FOR JANUARY 16, 2018:  169 

MOTION by Mrs. Thomas, SECOND by Mr. Padgett, to approve the drafted Meeting 170 

Minutes for January 16, 2018. MOTION carried unanimously 5 to 0. 171 

ITEM 8B: MEETING MINUTES FOR JANUARY 30, 2018:  172 

MOTION by Mrs. Thomas, SECOND by Mr. Hanna, to approve the drafted Meeting 173 

Minutes, as amended, for January 30, 2018. MOTION carried unanimously 5 to 0. 174 

ADJOURNMENT 175 

MOTION by Mrs. Thomas, SECOND by Mr. Padgett, to adjourn the meeting. MOTION 176 

carried unanimously 5 to 0. 177 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 178 

EXHIBIT LIST 179 

• Correspondence, from Albert Bessette, Jr., RE: Petition for Verizon job 180 

#4AODQ6X Ferry Street, dated December 18, 2017; 1 page.  181 

• Order for Joint Pole Relocation, no date; 2 pages. 182 

• Petition Plan from Verizon, dated December 5, 2017; 2 pages. 183 

• Legal Notice, dated January 12, 2018; Received by the Town Clerk on January 17, 184 

2018; 1 page.  185 

• Abutters List, dated December 27, 2017, signed by Ken O’Brien, Data Collector; 1 186 

page.  187 

• GIS reference Map, 125 Ferry Street, dated December 27, 2017; 1 page. 188 

• Email, from Paul Cournoyer, Subject: Petition for Verizon Job #4AODQ6X, dated 189 

December 27, 2017; 1 page.  190 
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• Engagement to Represent, RE Town of Charlton Massachusetts civil suit against 191 

those legally responsible for the wrongful distribution of prescription opiates and 192 

damages caused thereby, no date, 6 pages. 193 

• Correspondence from Kandy Lavallee, recommendation for Shirley A. Lutynski, no 194 

date, 1 page. 195 

• Correspondence from Christopher Roney, Letter of Interest, dated January 17, 196 

2018, 1 page. 197 

• Citizen Activity Form, Shawn McAvey, dated January 22, 2018; 1 page. 198 

• Citizen Activity Form, Daniel Finn, dated January 29, 2018; 1 page. 199 

• Cover Letter and Resume from Dan Finn, dated January 29, 2018; 3 pages.  200 

•  Citizen Activity Form, Annette O’Mullan, dated January 29, 2019; 1 page. 201 

• Resume from Annette O’Mullan, no date, 2 pages. 202 

• Correspondence, from Police Chief Normand Crepeau, Subject: Recommendation 203 

for Part-Time Public Safety Dispatcher, dated February 1, 2018; 1 page.  204 

• Correspondence, from John R. Stephens Clerk of the Library Planning and 205 

Building Committee, dated February 2, 2018; 1 page. 206 

• Arbor Day Proclamation, no date; 1 page. 207 

• Application Packet for One Day Beer and Wine License, from Cummings School 208 

of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University, Associate Dean for Research Office, 209 

dated January 17, 2018, signed by Trena Haroutunian; 5 pages. 210 

• Application Packet for One Day Beer and Wine License, from Cummings School 211 

of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University, Department of Clinical Sciences, dated 212 

December 11, 2017, signed by Jennifer Ebert; 8 pages. 213 

• Application Packet for One Day Beer and Wine License, from Apple Tree Arts, 214 

dated January 25, 2018, signed by Donna Blanchard; 4 pages. 215 

• Correspondence, from Deborah Poulin, Administrator, Francis Poulin Estate, 216 

Chapter 61A request for 20 Creeper Hill Road, dated November 28, 2017; 1 page. 217 

• Rollback spreadsheet, Poulin Francis, dated November 30, 2018, 3 pages. 218 

• Offer to Purchase Real Estate, Owner Record, dated December 1, 2017; 1 page. 219 

• Correspondence, from Deborah Poulin, Administrator, Francis Poulin Estate, 220 

Chapter 61A request for 20 Creeper Hill Road, dated January 16, 2018; 1 page. 221 

• GIS Parcel Map, 20 Creeper Hill Road, dated February 1, 2018; 2 pages. 222 

• Correspondence, Re: 20 Creeper Hill Road, 10-0-22, from Mary M. Oliver, 223 

Principal Assessor, dated January 22, 2018; 1 page. 224 

• Correspondence, Re: Chapter 61A Removal – 20 Creeper Hill Road, from 225 

Conservation Commission, dated January 31, 2018, 1 page. 226 
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• Correspondence, Subject: Chapter 61A – 20 Creeper Hill Road, from Planning 227 

Board, Joseph Laydon, Town Planner, dated February 2, 2018; 1 page. 228 

 229 
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 232 
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 235 

 236 

 237 

 238 

 239 
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 253 

 254 
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 256 

 257 

These minutes were approved by the Board of Selectmen on: _______ 258 


